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Whereas the State of Tennessee has pro-

duced 3 presidents of the United States, in-
cluding— 

(1) Andrew Jackson; 
(2) James K. Polk; and 
(3) Andrew Johnson; 
Whereas, over the years, the State of Ten-

nessee has become a cultural, diverse, and vi-
brant State that celebrates its bright past 
through agriculture, music, art, food, faith, 
historical attractions, nature, and its people; 

Whereas, on August 18, 1920, the State of 
Tennessee became the 36th and final State 
necessary to ratify the 19th Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, which 
gave women the right to vote; 

Whereas, from Mountain City to Memphis, 
the State of Tennessee pioneered many musi-
cal genres, including— 

(1) bluegrass; 
(2) country; 
(3) blues; 
(4) gospel; and 
(5) rock and roll; 
Whereas the State of Tennessee produces 

products known around the world, includ-
ing— 

(1) Tennessee whiskey; 
(2) hot chicken; and 
(3) Tennessee barbecue; 
Whereas June 1, 2021, marks the 225th anni-

versary of the attainment of statehood by 
the State of Tennessee; and 

Whereas this 225th anniversary is a monu-
mental occasion to rejoice and commemo-
rate the achievements of the great State of 
Tennessee: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and 
celebrates the 225th anniversary of the entry 
of the State of Tennessee into the United 
States as the 16th State. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 249—HON-
ORING WOMEN IN THE UNITED 
STATES FOR THEIR SERVICE IN 
WORLD WAR II AND RECOG-
NIZING THE ROLE OF REP-
RESENTATIVE EDITH NOURSE 
ROGERS IN ESTABLISHING THE 
WOMEN’S ARMY AUXILIARY 
CORPS AND THE WOMEN’S ARMY 
CORPS 

Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. COTTON, Ms. 
ERNST, and Ms. HIRONO) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Armed 
Services: 

S. RES. 249 

Whereas during World War II (referred to 
in this preamble as the ‘‘War’’), despite so-
cial stigmas against women serving in uni-
form, women in the United States served in 
the Armed Forces in vast numbers; 

Whereas Congresswoman Edith Nourse 
Rogers of Massachusetts introduced legisla-
tion to create the Women’s Army Auxiliary 
Corps (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘WAAC’’) in May 1941, which was signed into 
law by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on 
May 15, 1942; 

Whereas the first director of the WAAC, 
Oveta Culp Hobby, was sworn in on May 16, 
1942, and shortly thereafter began the proc-
ess of recruiting women to join the WAAC, 
which garnered over 35,000 applications for 
an anticipated 1,000 available positions; 

Whereas the first recruits for the newly- 
created WAAC arrived at the first training 
center on July 20, 1942, with 125 enlisted 
women and 440 officer candidates, 40 of whom 
were Black; 

Whereas, during the War, women serving in 
the Army in the WAAC and the Women’s 

Army Corps (referred to in this preamble as 
the ‘‘WAC’’) performed duties traditionally 
performed by men; 

Whereas, in unspoken recognition of the 
value of their services, the Army removed 
the auxiliary status of the WAAC units in 
1943, which gave women all of the rank, 
privileges, and benefits of male soldiers; 

Whereas almost 1⁄2 of the members of the 
WAC during the War served in the Army Air 
Forces as officers and enlisted personnel, 
with duties including radio operator, photog-
rapher, and flight clerk; 

Whereas 7,315 of those members of the 
Army Air Forces WAC were serving overseas 
in all theaters of the War in January 1945; 

Whereas, at the end of the War, 657 women 
were honored for their service in the WAAC 
and the WAC, receiving medals and cita-
tions, including the Distinguished Service 
Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Air Medal, 
the Soldiers’ Medal for heroic action, the 
Purple Heart, and the Bronze Star; 

Whereas, in 1946, the Army requested that 
Congress establish the WAC as a permanent 
part of the Army, perhaps the single greatest 
indication of the value of women in the 
Army to the effort of the United States in 
the War; 

Whereas, during the War, women served 
with the Army Air Forces in the Women’s 
Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron, the Women’s 
Flying Training Detachment, and the 
Women Air Force Service Pilots (referred to 
in this preamble as ‘‘WASPs’’); 

Whereas women serving with the Army Air 
Forces— 

(1) ferried planes from factories to air-
fields; 

(2) performed test flights of repaired air-
craft towed targets used in live gunnery 
practice; and 

(3) performed a variety of other duties tra-
ditionally performed by men; 

Whereas women pilots flew more than 70 
types of military aircraft, from open-cockpit 
primary trainers to P-51 Mustangs, B-26 Ma-
rauders, and B-29 Superfortresses; 

Whereas, from September 10, 1942, to De-
cember 20, 1944, 1,074 WASPs flew an aggre-
gate 60,000,000 miles in wartime service; 

Whereas, although WASPs were promised 
military classification, they were classified 
as civilians, and the 38 WASPs who died in 
the line of duty were regrettably buried 
without military honors; 

Whereas WASPs did not receive official 
status as military veterans until March 1979, 
when WASP units were formally recognized 
as components of the Air Force; 

Whereas, during the War, women in the 
Navy served in the Women Accepted for Vol-
unteer Emergency Service (referred to in 
this preamble as ‘‘WAVES’’); 

Whereas, approximately 90,000 WAVES 
served the Navy in a variety of capacities 
and in such numbers that, according to a 
Navy estimate, enough sailors were freed for 
combat duty to crew the ships of 4 major 
task forces, each including a battleship, 2 
large aircraft carriers, 2 heavy cruisers, 4 
light cruisers, and 15 destroyers; 

Whereas WAVES who served in naval avia-
tion taught instrument flying, aircraft rec-
ognition, celestial navigation, aircraft gun-
nery, radio, radar, air combat information, 
and air fighter administration, but were not 
allowed to be pilots; 

Whereas, at the end of the War, Secretary 
of the Navy James Forrestal stated that 
members of the WAVES ‘‘have exceeded per-
formance of men in certain types of work, 
and the Navy Department considers it to be 
very desirable that these important services 
rendered by women during the war should 
likewise be available in postwar years 
ahead’’; 

Whereas, during the War, women served in 
the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve; 

Whereas more than 23,000 women served at 
shore establishments of the Marine Corps, 
and by the end of the War, 85 percent of the 
enlisted personnel assigned to Headquarters 
Marine Corps were women; 

Whereas, during the War, women were as-
signed to over 200 different specialties in the 
Marine Corps and, by performing those du-
ties, freed other Marines for active duty to 
fight; 

Whereas, during the War, women served in 
the Coast Guard Women’s Reserve (referred 
to in this preamble as ‘‘SPARs’’); 

Whereas more than 10,000 women volun-
teered for service with the Coast Guard dur-
ing the period from 1942 through 1946, and 
when the Coast Guard was at the peak of its 
strength during the War, 1 out of every 16 
members of the Coast Guard was a SPAR; 

Whereas the SPARs who attended the 
Coast Guard Academy were the first women 
in the United States to attend a military 
academy; 

Whereas, by the end of the War, more than 
400,000 women had served the United States 
in military capacities; 

Whereas those women who served, despite 
their merit and the recognized value and im-
portance of their contributions to the effort 
of the United States during the War— 

(1) were not given status equal to their 
male counterparts; and 

(2) struggled for years to receive the appre-
ciation of Congress and the people of the 
United States; 

Whereas those women helped to catalyze 
the social, demographic, and economic evo-
lutions that occurred after the War and that 
continue to this day; and 

Whereas those pioneering women are owed 
a great debt of gratitude for their service to 
the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the women who served the 

United States in military capacities during 
World War II; 

(2) commends those women who, through a 
sense of duty and willingness to defy stereo-
types and social pressures, performed mili-
tary assignments to aid the war effort, al-
lowing for more combat capacity; 

(3) recognizes that those women, by serv-
ing with diligence and merit, not only 
opened up opportunities for women that had 
previously been reserved for men, but also 
contributed vitally to the victory of the 
United States and the Allies in World War II; 
and 

(4) honors the contributions of Congress-
woman Edith Nourse Rogers and her fellow 
Members of Congress who supported the es-
tablishment of the Women’s Army Auxiliary 
Corps and the Women’s Army Corps. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 250—CON-
DEMNING THE RISE IN ANTI- 
SEMITISM INCIDENTS GLOBALLY 
SINCE TERRORISTS IN THE GAZA 
STRIP TRIGGERED SEVERAL 
DAYS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST 
ISRAEL ON MAY 10, 2021 

Mr. RISCH submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 250 

Whereas there has been a concerning rise 
in the number of verbal, physical, and online 
attacks against Jewish communities since 
violence broke out between Israel and terror-
ists in the Gaza Strip on May 10, 2021; 

Whereas, in a recent statement, Anti-Defa-
mation League President, Jonathan A. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:30 May 28, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00357 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27MY6.047 S27MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-08-10T16:32:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




